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NJDOT | meets Mother Nature’s challenges 


Again. The 13 inches of rain 
that hit Burlington and Camden 
counties on July 12 made the 
scene similar to the ravaging 
floods in Central New Jersey 
caused by Hurricane Floyd in 
1999. This time it took a different 
route. 

Up to 18 dams burst, Route 
206 flooded and the Route 70 
Bridge over the Friendship Creek 
collapsed. Immediate action 
was needed on the roadways 
to ensure access for emergency 


vehicles, repair crews and for the NJDOT employees and contract ironworkers installed a 
temporary bridge over Friendship Creek several days ahead of 


750 residents routed from their 
homes. True to form, however, 
NJDOT was on the spot. 
Flagging trouble 

Area Supervisor Don Bourne of NJDOT was on patrol 
relaying flood conditions to the South Region Regional 
Emergency Control Center (RECC) the night the State Police 
reported a road failure on Route 70 near Leisure Town. The road 
had buckled due to flooding; a tractor-trailer was in the water. 

“Crew 434 from the Red Lion Maintenance Yard led by 
Supervisor Bob Carr handled the Route 70 closure,” said Bill 
Kingsland, Executive Assistant, South Region Operations. 


schedule. 


September il 
emorial 


September 11 widow Nancy Neidermeyer, whose husband was 

a Port Authority Police Officer, speaks at the ceremony that 
dedicated the Route 70 bridge to Monmouth and Ocean County 
residents who were victims of the terrorist attacks on New York 
City’s World Trade Towers. With her are Point Pleasant Borough 
Mayor Martin C. Konkus, Senator Andrew Ciesla, Assemblyman 
Dave Wolfe and Commissioner Jack Lettiere. 


“The next day more 
damage was visible. When 
a sinkhole appeared on 
Route 206, Supervisor Mike 
Rosenberg and Crew 430 of 
the Bordentown Maintenance 
Yard led the closures on Route 
206.” 

“Meanwhile, Supervisor 
Don Buckley and Crew 468 
of Mt. Laurel Construction 
repaired the sinkhole. Route 
206 reopened on July 14 at 5 
a.m.” 

Building bridges 

After the Route 70 
bridge collapsed, crews set 
up detours at 1:25 a.m. on July 13. Commissioner Jack Lettiere 
announced that a temporary bridge would be installed in the 
next seven to ten days. 

Wrong. The temporary Route 70 Bridge opened two 
days ahead of schedule thanks to the efforts of Maintenance 
Engineering crews, led by Project Engineer John Rainieri and 
the Office of Emergency Management (OEM). 

“OEM's Principal Transportation Analyst Bob Sudol 
and Senior Transportation Analyst Jim Farrell manned 
Continued on page 5 


Three years after the country lost thousands of its 
citizens in a hateful attack millions of people 
acknowledged the day with tributes to the fallen, the 
wounded and the victims’ families. 

NJDOT held a remembrance ceremony at the 
Employee Memorial at Headquarters on September 10. 

On September 13, the Route 70 bridge over the 
Manasquan River was dedicated to the memory of those 
Monmouth and Ocean county residents who were killed 
in the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Towers in 
New York City, according to legislation passed in May. 

The bill’s sponsors, Senator Andrew Ciesla and 
Assemblyman David Wolfe (co-sponsor Assemblyman 
Sean Kean was not present) joined Commissioner 
Jack Lettiere in officially dedicating the bridge as the 
“September 11 Memorial Bridge.” 

Glenn Catana of Communications designed 
the signs that were produced by the Sign Shop. Rod 
Gilmore and Mike Mihalic of Traffic Engineering 
coordinated their placement. George Caruso of 
Landscape and Urban Design supervised the 
landscaping. 

The sign was installed under the supervision 
of Vince Gervasoni and John Zoltanski of Highway 
Marking, Sign Technician Attilio Avino and 
Maintenance workers Oved Aviles, Patrick Hebert and 
Dan Wooden. 


It’s not often that a program can benefit people of 
all ages through education, environment, commerce and 
recreation. Two programs run by the Office of Maritime 
Resources (OMR) in the Division of Intermodal Services are 
wave-making initiatives that 
would make a surfer envious. 

They are All Hands On 
Deck (AHOD) and the projects 
under the National Boating 
Infrastructure Grant (NBIG). 

Educating the children 

AHOD is a life experience 
for children from local schools. 
Its programs offer a unique 
perspective on the New 
Jersey / New York Harbor, its 
resources and behind-the- 
scenes glimpses of port related 
activities through games and 
question and answer sessions 
aboard a ferry in the harbor. 


from the beginning,” said 
Program Manager Genevieve 
Boehm, “was to provide hands-on waterborne port 

tours narrated by expert professionals from the harbor 
community.” She said that ferry operators provide a fully 
staffed vessel for the experience. 

Students from the Kennedy School in Jersey City 
recently took part in an AHOD trip. The 27 fifth and sixth 
graders spent the day on a ferry docked at Colgate Pier 
in Jersey City. After a day of lessons and lectures in a 
maritime environment, they returned to school to mail their 
comments on custom-made “porthole” postcards to NJDOT 
Commissioner Jack Lettiere. 

OMR’s success in this educational endeavor is due 
to its close working relationship with the New Jersey 
Marine Sciences Consortium (NJMSC). Other partners in 
the program have included Nation’s Port, a Port advocacy 
organization, Seaman’s Church Institute, geared to the 
rights of maritime workers, the Metropolitan Waterfront 
Alliance, a bi-state waterfront advocacy group, Partnership 
for Sustainable Ports, a consultancy and New York Shipping 
Association. 


Hands On Deck program. 


NJDOT’s Maritime Resources makes waves 


- Linda Forrester of the Office of Marine Resources reads to 
The goal of the program Jersey City school children about ships as part of the All 


Intermodal Services’ Executive Director Rick Gimello 
summarized the success of the program: “OMR is proud 
to be able to offer New Jersey’s schoolchildren a program 
that enhances their educational experiences and enriches 

: their personal lives. Many of 

the students we bring on our 
_ AHOD tours have never even 
_ been on a boat. That we are able 
to teach them about maritime 
transportation, port commerce 
and Harbor environment all 
at the same time is a unique 
experience. 

Information about the 
AHOD Program and how | 
it developed is found in 
“All Hands On Deck” an 
article by Program Manager 
_ Genevieve Boehm and Program 
Development Specialist II Linda 
Forrester. It appeared in the 
Winter 2003 /2004 issue of the 
Jersey Shoreline, a publication 
of the New Jersey Sea Grant 
College Program, Ft. Hancock, NJ 07732. 

Information is also available online at 


http: / /www-state.nj.us / transportation / works / maritime on 
NJDOT’s Web site. 


Serving the Public 

OMR served all member of the boating public when 
two major NBIG projects were completed this summer. 

Funded through the U.S. Department of the Interior, 
USS. Fish and Wildlife Services, the first project was to 
construct a floating dock combination marine fueling / pump 
out station at Belmar Marina. The second project involved 
the construction of restroom and dolphin maintenance at 
Atlantic City’s Senator Frank S. Farley State Marina. 

NBIG awards states the funds to construct, renovate 
and maintain tie-up facilities for transient, recreational vessels 
that are 26 or more feet in length. 

“In August 
Linda, Mike and I 
visited both sites 
to congratulate the 
marina operators, 
to thank the NBIG 
supporters and to 
place the signs,” 
Boehm said. 


Belmar Mayor 
Kenneth E. Pringle, 
Genevieve Boehm, 
Office of Maritime 
Resources (OMR); 
Belmar Chief 
Financial Officer 
Robbin Kirk; Linda 
Forrester, OMR; and 
Michael Riley, OMR, 
reviewed the Belmar 
Marina projects. 
The NJDOT Sign 
Shop fabricated the 
sign. 


MILESTONES 


Creation of new Division gives Gimello new role 


When NJDOT 
moved to consolidate 
the Office of Maritime 
Resources with 
Freight Services, 
Aeronautics, Rail 
Safety Oversight and 
Outdoor Advertising, 
it recognized the 
interrelationship 
of these modes of 
transportation in moving 
goods and people throughout the state. 

The Department also recognized 
that it needed a director that could 


mello 


pull these functions together. They 
looked to Richard J. Gimello, formerly 
the Executive Director of the Office 

of Maritime Resources who said he 
welcomed the challenge. 

“The creation of the Division of 
Intermodal Services provides for the 
consolidation of some of NJDOT’s 
critical but not traditional elements,” 
said Gimello. “The sectors served by this 
new division are significant contributors 
to the state’s economy and the quality 
Onlite ns 

A critical part of the Department's 
organizational structure, the position 


will report directly to Deputy 
Commissioner Jim Snyder, who views 
Gimello’s new role as necessary and a 
challenge. 

“The synergy that we create 
in grouping these functions should 
provide a good opportunity to stimulate 
creative thinking about the way we 
approach these areas,” said Snyder. 
“With Rick’s background — he was 
also the Assistant Commissioner for 
Site Remediation at the Department of 
Environmental Protection — and his 
willingness to take on the challenge 
make him the perfect choice.” 


Griggs moves on to new challenges 


Clint Griggs, founder of the Adopt- 
a-Highway program at NJDOT, recently 
left Headquarters as the Project Engineer 
Landscape to accept a promotion as 
Supervising Engineer in Central Region’s 
Construction & Maintenance Unit. 
Although excited about his promotion, 
Griggs said, “One thing I will definitely 
miss is the interaction with all the 
different people here.” 

“The founding of the New Jersey 
program — the original started in Texas 
in 1985 — was quite by accident,” said 
Griggs. “I was at a landscape conference, 
liked the program that most other states 
had started and presented it to Assistant 
Commissioner Charlie Edson. But the 
Department did not go with it. Then, 
after the public started asking why 


c er, 


Obituaries 


Retiree Marvin N. Malsbury 
died June 12 in Freehold. Survivors 
include his sons Marvin C. and 
Charles L. 

Retiree Dorothy Jakubisin died 
June 25 in Hamilton. Survivors 
include her sister-in-law Frances. 


stant Commissioner of Capital Program _ 
Pat Ott, Director of Traffic Engineering — 
] Rick Hammer, Director of the Division — . 
ogram Management received Certificates of 
nt as graduates of the Succession Planning _ 

» Pool. The ceremony was held at the State _ 
eeting at NIDOT Headquarters on July 19. 
xecutive level process develops employees _ 
yeted leadership positions in the Department, and 


we didn’t have the program when other 
states do, we started Adopt-a-Highway 
as a litter removal program. 

, 50in 1991 I 


_ recruited volunteers. 

_ Since then we have 
recruited 1,250 groups. 
There are currently 
625 active volunteer 
adoptees. 

“Then I picked 
up a Sponsor-a-Highway program. In this 
project, a sponsor pays someone else to 
pick up the litter.” There are 45 sponsors. 

Griggs had other duties such as the 


Griggs 


ssion Planning provides leadership | 


Direc or of Aeronautics, Rick Crum, 


Committee. 


Retiree Hewlings (Mo) 
Lamson died June 26 in Mt. Holly. 
His wife Doris, daughters JoAnn, 
Pamela Farrar, Sharon Wilson, Janet 
Bullock and grandchildren survive 
him. 


Former NJDOT employee 


requires them to form ol obligations with h NJDOT upon 
graduation from the Pool. Graduates must be willing to serve 
_as formal mentors, as subject matter experts or presenters for _ 
S special events and, when selected by the Deputy Commissioner, 
_ to serve as members of the Succession Planning Steering 


As members of ee NJDOT Succession Planning 
Leadership Pool of 58 members, which began in February 2002, 
Le will prepare to assume positions in the Senior Executive 
_ Service (SES) at the level of director or above. 


Department Inmate Labor Coordinator, 
Winter Operations Coordinator (a.k.a. the 
“snow guru”) that included the Trenton 
Emergency Control Center, the contract 
for the Dead Deer pickup program, 
the contact for salt and concrete with 
Treasury, and Landscape Maintenance. 

Griggs initiated and developed 
the Municipal Welcome Sign program 
that allows municipalities to install their 
welcome signs on our NJDOT right of way. 

Engineering Technician Lew Branin 
will handle the Adopt-a-Highway 
program and Principal Data Entry 
Operator Karen Romanowski will 
coordinate the snowplows and drivers. 

“T will probably troubleshoot the 
other programs until people are hired,” 
said Griggs. 


Donald K. Dey Sr. died July 17 in 
Trenton. The U.S. Navy veteran 
served aboard the USS Missouri- 
BB63. His daughter Sharon Lynn 
Pawlowski, a son Donald Jr., a 
brother Richard and grandchildren 
survive him. 


Pachyderms Beulah and Karen celebrated the 
opening of the new 110-foot-span over the Raritan River 
— the replacement for the 80-year-old Victory Bridge — by 


stomping on it. 


There were 200,000 people at the original Victory Bridge 
dedication to honor those men and women who served in World 
War I in 1926. Dignitaries included (1) Charles Fisherg, (2) E.E. 
Reed, (3) A. Lee Grover, (5) Bob Meeker, Delaware, (6) Maj. 
William Sloan, State Highway Engineer, (11) Abe Jelin, Highway 
Commissioner, Delaware, (12) General Hugh Scott, Chairman 
Highway Commission and (15) Walter Kidde, Highway 
Commissioner. The others remain unidentified. The photo was 
titled “Erection of Victory Bridge — Between South Amboy and 
Perth Amboy, Representatives of NJ State Highway Department 


and Consulting Engineers.” 


country. 


Nick Caizza.” 


‘Historic bridge replacement makes top ten nationwide. o 


The elephants did purposeful stomping, however, as 
they tested the strength of the bridge. The structure was 
named number three of the top ten new bridges in the 


The quality of the structure was never in question 
since construction began. The November 2003 issue of 
Roads and Bridges named the new bridge construction in 
the top ten nationwide. Bill Wilson, Editor wrote, “ One 
may not be able to smell Victory, but they can certainly see 
it. The New Victory Bridge will feature a 440-ft- long recast 
match cast concrete main span and a 355-ft horizontal 
navigational channel. Four World War I memorial obelisks 
will be on display at the bridge abutments.” 

At the June 21 dedication of the span, which will 
serve north and south-bound traffic between Perth Amboy 
and Sayreville until another span is built next year so 
each will handle one-way traffic, Commissioner Lettiere 
thanked all who worked on the longest pre-cast span ever 
built in this style in this country’s history. 

“I would like to thank Rich Gramlich, Director 
of Project Management, who demonstrated superior 
leadership, ingenuity, and innovative thinking to bring 
this project to fruition,” the Commissioner said. 

“I would also like to thank Project Manager Nat 
Kaskebar, Principal Engineer Greg Maryak, Field 
Construction Manager Dennis Carlson, Program Manager 
Rick Hammer, Director of Construction Services and 
Materials Dave Sichik, Manager of Bridge Design 
Harry Capers and Environmental Team Leader « 


Survey Services keeps up with the times 


To maintain and upgrade the 
Geodetic Survey network throughout 
the state, the Bureau of Survey 
Services, Design Services, Office 
of Geodetic Survey holds regular 
educational sessions on topics relative 
to their work. The unit establishes 
precise geographic reference positions 
for use in coordinating Department 
projects, and provides accurate and 
reliable spatial reference points for the 
State of New Jersey. 

“It’s important that we improve 
survey knowledge, and regular 
training and retraining is crucial,” said 
J. Eric Kraehenbuehl, Manager of the 
Bureau. 

“We've held sessions at 
Headquarters during the winter and 
spring. Topics covered for Survey 
Regional Offices, the Geodetic Survey 
Unit and others, were the State 
Plane Coordinate System, Computer 
Aided Design (CAD) to Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) Map 
Projects and others, presented by Dr. 
Joshua Greenfeld, Survey program 
Coordinator at the New Jersey Institute 
of Technology. (Any information 
learned is used in the field, such as 
with calibration baselines.) 

“A significant part of the network 


includes calibration baselines used by 
surveyors to calibrate their electronic 
distance measuring instruments 
(EDMs). Presently they are looking for 
suitable locations for new baselines 
throughout the state. It’s not easy, 
because the seven baselines are on 
private property or airport grounds. 
Now the building industry in the 
past twenty years has destroyed all 
but one site with new construction. 
The airports, of course, have more 
restrictions due to 9/11.” 

Criteria for the baseline includes 
four monuments from 0 to 1,400 
meters, situated in a straight line on a 
slight downgrade, or sag curve over 
a uniform grass/dirt surface, which 
cannot cross any paved surfaces or 
bodies of water. 

Consultants in the surveying 
community and the national Geodetic 
Survey (NGS) group out of Silver 
Springs, Md. work with NJDOT staff 
members — Fred Czepiga, Ron Kuzma, 
Ed Birchtold, Fred Kraft, Mike Iorio, 
Pat Dimemmo and Steve Miller. 

According to Kraehenbuehl, NGS 
prefers to keep on state-owned land to 
avoid future development concerns. 
The installation, he said, involved 
digging a hole at each base point, and 


on ‘ 

Steve Miller and Fred Czepiga of Geodetic 
Survey Services are in the field to collect 
geographic positioning systems (GPS) 
data. 


then placing concrete and a survey 
disk flush with the ground. Then it has 
to sit for a year to allow for the effects 
from freezing and thawing. 

Special calibration equipment 
is shipped from NGS and the actual 
baselines are surveyed and the exact 
measurements determined for each 
monument along the baseline. The 
information is submitted to NGS, and 
if they concur, the baseline is available 
for use. 
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“I am committed to creating 20,000 new park and ride 
spaces across the state by 2007,” said Commissioner Jack 
Lettiere at the opening of the new Parsippany Park and 
Ride this spring. 
Not only did the $1.1 million in-house design project 
provide 283 of those new parking spaces for the co 


x y 


NJDOT Resident Engineer Alexander Borovskis, Region North 
Construction, Project Manager George Worth, John Spedding of 
Landscape and Urban Design and Tom Taylor of Lakeland Bus 
Lines, Inc., stand in front of the brick ornamental wall of the 
recently dedicated Parisppany Park and Ride. 


ark and Ride gets rave reviews from locals 


of New Jersey, but NJDOT also received praises from the area 


locals. 


“When representatives from the NJDOT first 


approached me regarding a new park and ride in Parsippany, 


mmuters 
AAAS if y 


Mimi Letts. 


areas. 


said. 


I said It’s okay with me, provided it’s the most attractive 
parking lot ever built . . . the result is that, indeed this is the 
most attractive parking lot I have ever seen,” said Mayor 


According to Project Manager George Worth the 
team is to be congratulated on designing an attractive and 
safe parking lot. There are four decorative lights that are 
black cast iron poles with acorn style luminaries, a brick 
ornamental wall, dry laid brick paving in the area around the 
bus shelters, decorative benches and enhanced landscaping 


“The layout of the lot enhances pedestrian safety by 
allowing the buses to pick up and discharge passengers 
within the confines of the lot instead of along Route 46, ” he 


NJDOT Team members included David Adhout, 
Robert Alu, Jitu Amin, Rich Attenello, Peter Bingham, 
Robert Blight, Alexander Borovskis, Brendan Brock, Robert 
Britton, Jr., Valerie Brown, James Buchanan, Joseph Burgio, 
Noreen Cardinali, Art Christian, Brenna Clark, Christine 
Coppola, Mark D’Zurilla, Hardev Dave, John Gahwyler, 
Bill Gerding, Joe Hoyer, Jeff Johnson, Paul Kasica, Barry 
Knoble, Andre Krawtschenko, Manoj Krishnappa, Andy 
Kuchtyak, Mark Maida, Vince Martorana, Jeff McCue, 
John McEldowney, Robert McLaughlin, John Mycoff, Ed 
Myskosky, Robert Nagy, Ed Nyzio, Olayinka Olanipekun, 
Ernesto Pasion, Kiritkumar Patel, Nalinkumar Patel, 
Rajeshkuma Patel, Bill Piedra, Joe Petrucci, Fred Quick, 
Robert Raachini, Lynn Rich, William Schmidlin, Ted 
Shawiak, John Spedding, Bradley Stainrook, Dhanji 
Sutariya, Thomas Sweeney, Joe Sweger, Chery] Taliaferro, 
Alan Terbush, William Sawyer, Paula Scelsi, Roy 


Wehmeyer, George Worth and John Zeho. 
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the Operations Support Vehicle 
stationed at the Route 70/ Friendship 
Creek area until the temporary bridge 
was open,” said Art Egan, OEM 
Manager. 

The vehicle has all of the resources 
of a temporary field office for all of the 
units responding to the disaster. At the 
same time, other NJDOT staff members 
manned the State Police Emergency 
Operations Center. 

From 9 a.m. to midnight on July 
13 through July 16, Bob Sudol, Leon 
Fulginiti, Suzanne Tomlinson, Susan 
Gresavage and Nancy Ciaruffoli 
handled requests for traffic information 
and engineering and equipment 
assistance. They coordinated with the 
Federal Management Agency (FEMA), 
the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) and NJDOT units. 

“NJDOT could not have 
carried out its mission without these 
employees,” Egan said. 


Getting money 

Knowing that the cost to repair 
the flood damage would range in the 
millions, OEM Senior Transportation 
Analyst Terry Garvey recorded the 
damage in both locations at the sites, 
taking pictures, meeting with local 
officials and writing a preliminary 
report of damage assessment. This 
data helps to determine eligibility 
for the FHWA Emergency Relief 
Program and FEMA assistance. 

Helping people 

Project Engineer Debbie 
Kingsland, a resident of Lumberton, 
knew first-hand the damage to the 
area and to the people who lost their 
homes and possessions. Kingsland 
volunteered with the Lumberton 
Township Disaster Relief Fund to set 
up a collection site at a local school. 

NJDOT employees contributed 
items for the flood victims to speed 
their recovery. Executive Assistant II 


Mike DeAngelo’s office served as 
a collection point at Headquarte 
for smaller items. Kinglsland ma 
arrangements 
to pick up the — 
larger items. =~ 
“Its been 
an extremely 
succésshit 
effort,” she 
said. Donations 
included sof 
“microwaves, _ 
tables and air 
conditioners _ 
and store gift cards and money. 
“Tt took determination 
to meet this challenge,” said 
Commissioner Jack Lettiere. “I 
applaud NJDOT personnel for _ 
taking risks, making decisions, 
and getting the job done. Thisis 
an approach, a philosophy, that we 
need on all of our projects.” __ . 


Kingsland 
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Engineer Bill Runco olde 3 a map 

of th Route 18 Project. To the right is John — 
Cleerey, the Project Manager. They 

d the Japanese visitors with an 

e project and led them ona 

te 18 site. 


: 18 ended at River Road on t he east side 
_of the Raritan River. “We are making ~ 
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The New Campus Road Interchange 
and Route 18 Northbound lanes 
opened in time for the peeing Y the 


investments in safety, congestion relief 
and quality of life along the Route 18 
corridor over the next several years,” 
said Commissioner Jack Lettiere at the 
ribboncutting. 

The new section is the first phase 
of the $78 million Route 18 project 
slated for completion at the end of 
2004. The final phase will eventually 
connect Route 18 to 1-287. 

When the project was under 
Way, a group of Japanese construction 
executives from Kitagawa Hutech Co., 
Ltd., were touring North America and 
wanted to visit a project in the New 
Jersey / New York Metropolitan area. 


_ they tour the Route 18 project. 


historically sensitive area,” N 
said. 


portrayed by the Resident Enginee 


_ group learned much and enjoyed 
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Manager 2 Ron Maruca of th Bureau 
of Construction Engineering suggested 


“Tt was selected because it allowed 


alignment with sey 
constructed in an e 


“Because of the positive image 


the lead during the tour, the Japanese - 


themselves.” 
Project Engineer Bill Runco, 

the Resident Engineer and Project 

Manager John McCleerey escorted 

the group around the site. “They 

were really most interested in how 

we pave the roads,” said Runco, “as 

their company primarily bids on large 

paving contracts back in Japan. But 

they were also interested in costs, 

materials, contractor and subcontractor 

relationships and the context sensitive 

design elements of the project.” 


